
 

The Readings for Passion Sunday 

Old Testament – Ezekiel 37, 1-14 

Gospel – John 11, 1-45 

A few words on the readings 

The Old Testament reading and the Gospel are much longer than usual so the 

print on our reading sheets is very small. We are therefore asking you to look 

up the texts in your own Bibles. They recount two very familiar stories. The 

first tells how God showed the prophet Ezekiel how he could bring life even to 

dry bones lying in a valley. The second tells of the Raising of Lazarus. 

The people of Israel in captivity in Babylon were as dead to the Lord as the dry 

bones and needed to accept that God was in charge and had the power to 

revive them. Perhaps we also need to know that God is in charge and has the 

power to revive us! 

In the Gospel reading from St. John we see Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead, 

his last miracle before he sets his face resolutely towards Jerusalem and 

certain death. His two messages to Martha are ones of hope and reassurance: 

I am the Resurrection and the Life 

Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God? 

In the confusing world of Coronavirus let us keep our faith in Jesus who 

defeated death by rising on the third day, let us stay together as a church and 

reach out to others with his message of hope and according to his promise we 

will see God’s glory.  

Prayer 

 COLLECT Most merciful God, who by the death and resurrection of your Son 

Jesus Christ delivered and saved the world: grant that by faith in him who 

suffered on the cross we may triumph in the power of his victory; through Jesus 

Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

 



Please pray for 1. Our church and its leaders especially Bishop Pete and Bishop 

designate Sophie who was licensed on Wednesday 2. All affected by the virus 

and those who take decisions. 3. Each other, our community and all those who 

serve us in this time of crisis        4. Those who are ill or afraid and those who 

care for them. 5. Those who have lost loved ones. 

A Prayer from Archbishop of Canterbury for those affected by Coronavirus 

Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy. 

Sustain and support the anxious,  be with those who care for the sick, 

and lift up all who are brought low; that we may find comfort 

knowing that nothing can separate us from your love  in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

================================================================

Opportunities for joining in worship 

 
Sunday Worship Remember the clocks are going forward this Sunday! 

on BBC radio 4 at 8-10am    &     on BBC ONE at 10-45  

Live online Holy Communion from Southwell Minster at 10-30 with the Rev. 

Canon Dr Richard Frith , former Whiston choir boy and server. 

www.southwellminster.org 

Also BBC ONE Songs of Praise at 13-15 with Aled Jones and Stephen Cottrell, 

Archbishop of York designate 

The Royal School of Church Music is providing on their website 

www.rscm.org.uk a wealth of material free of charge. Thanks to  Ray, our 

organist,  for the information. 

Useful links : Diocese of Sheffield website with daily mailings from Bishop 

Peter relating to issues surrounding the Coronavirus : 

www.sheffield.anglican.org/cv19 

Church of England website : www.churchofengland.org   

http://www.whiston-parish-church.org.uk/ 

https://www.facebook.com/WhistonParishChurch/ 
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